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29 January 1964

MEMO FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Gazetteers

1. Since 1946 the main support of the BGN has come from sources
other than the Department of the Interior. Army carried financial burden
in 1946 and 1947 and shared expenses with CIA in 1948, 1952, and 1953.
Although CIA has carried major portion of the expenses, Interior has
received some assistance from the Navy (1950 and 1953} and the Air Force
to 2 nominal degree through the present. This occurred despite the fact
that law passed in 1947 gave place name responsibility to the Department
of the Interior,

.., &y, In September 1957, the IG and General Counsel concluded that F
Agcncy auppcrt of this program should be reviewed periodically ia order ,’
that we may properly assess our position with the Bureau of the Budget
and Congress. General Counsel said that permanent assumption by CIA
of the Board's function was open to serious guestiqn.

3. Ia July 1956, Department of Interior proposed that BGN be
transferred to CIA. This was based on Interior's lack of interest/
requirement for foreign geggraphic names. The DD/I response in
conversatipn with Assistant Saq:gun Wormaer, was that such-an
assumption of function is not within our assigned. statutory and NSG,
ifnncuom aad that t.hg issye of geu,gxpphh; names iavolved saveral
‘departments and agencies outsige of Interior and CIA.  INEEEEGGG—G_G
recammended that Bureau of Budget "seize itself.of tlu problem, ' . .
A staff .8gydy re thg Aduterior proposal aimd by, Capt. Knowles and,
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of common cqm;n rupoasibﬂiﬂaa which trmcend the intal},ianco field "
Also, .."jt bas been our poesitipa to fulfill this responsibility oaly to the point
where a self-supporting BGN public gazetteer program can eventually take
over and service both government and public needs. "

. 4. The Gazetteers, now on a maintenance basis, quite properly
.. must be regarded as a service of common concern. Their publication is
 unrelated to the substance of the NIS Program. Should further publication

. of gazetteers be considered vital to the intelligence community, and this

- would need to be demonstrated, consideration should be given to other
x : £ungugg arfmgements. 1f the primary consumer interest ia the Department
“of Defense, perhaps it should assume the cost. . If the interest is more
widespread the cost could be apportioned accordingly. The Army Map
. Service must be considered an appropriate locus of this responsibility,
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S5 follows BGN fareiga,uame policy and ia the largesf usexof
iitisn' aames in its production gf roaps,. . Te-mg_cmatmammmya -
wide raguirements sxipt, they could ba gchanaeled (o AND for ,inenmgra °
and this svoid inclusion of solely.DaD operational requizements. Also,

the L}zpaxtmntog State has a primary zasponsibility in mattass relating

to foreign arcas apd bay maintained an intexess in the formulation of -
foreign geographic mame palicy. . Publis. sale. copias of the gaseiteers

are mada available through the GPO: possitly this shenld be the sxclusive
means of disseminstion., The least appropriate means of {updiag is
assignment of gasetteer costs to OBL . . L

f

_, 25X1A9a

P e

SA/AD/Blink

CY Ok

]

Blssbuy . (4o

o

v T
e e d S L I e d

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP78-05597A000300070009-8




